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 City Volunteers Combat Graffiti to Keep Oakland Park Clean

Hurricane Season Reminders

 Oakland Park residents 
and Community Volunteer Corps 
members Pat Crowley and Mitchell 
Stollberg are the backbone of one of 
the most successful graffiti programs 
in South Florida.  Both have been 
volunteers with the city’s Graffiti 
Patrol program from its inception 
and take the issue very seriously.
 The Graffiti Patrol was 
formed to support and assist city 
staff in addressing the blight of the 
many forms of graffiti and snipe signs 
throughout the city and develop a 
plan to eliminate occurrences within 
48 hours.
 The Home Depot supports 
the Graffiti Patrol by donating 

portable equipment carriers and supplies.  With paint in hand, Pat and Mitchell 

seek out and cover graffiti and remove signs often within a few hours of detection.
 “I drive differently now,” says Pat.  “I know where they’re going to be now.”
 “We are seeing less and less graffiti,” adds Mitchell.  “They’re getting more creative.  
My eye is so trained I can see silver on silver. My eyes go right to it. I’m obsessed with it!”
 The primary purpose is to discourage graffiti in Oakland Park. For example, 
highway underpasses have been a common target for “tags.” Mitchell has noticed, 
“If we stay on top of it, they go elsewhere.”
 Surrounding communities have noticed the city’s efforts and have asked what 
we’re doing differently.  BSO/Oakland Park supports the Graffiti Patrol’s efforts. 
Snipe signs (small yard signs) present more blight on neighborhood beautification – 
especially during tax preparation season. Pat sometimes removes more than 30 signs 
per day from city roads and intersections. Phone numbers are referred to Oakland 
Park Code Enforcement.
 Challenges like weather conditions and the persistence of taggers and posters 
do not discourage the team. Pat sums up her feelings by saying, “It’s worth it. The 
city just looks cleaner!”
 For volunteer opportunities, please call Volunteer Services Manager Bruce 
Garrison at 954-630-4502.

Save the Date: 11th Annual Oakland Park Oktoberfest
Featuring German food and beer, traditional entertainment, music, dancing, rides, and the famous “Dachshund Dash” 
Friday, October 2 (5 to 11 p.m.) and Saturday, October 3 (1 to 11 p.m.)
Jaco Pastorius Park, 4000 N. Dixie Highway
Call 954-630-4502 for sponsorship, vendor and volunteer opportunities

 
Hurricane Guide:
 Broward County has launched a new Hurricane Preparedness Guide 
that can be viewed on mobile devices. Use the guide to help make your 
hurricane preparations. Visit www.Broward.org to view and download this 
helpful guide.

CodeRED Telephone Alerts:
 As part of Oakland Park’s Emergency Operations Plan, the city utilizes 
the CodeRED telephone notification system to deliver customized pre-
recorded emergency messages directly to homes and businesses, mobile 
phones and answering machines, at the rate of up to 60,000 calls per hour. 
 Examples include: weather advisories, evacuation notices, boil water 
orders, and missing child reports. Please submit your contact information 

using the CodeRED link on the city’s website to be notified by your 
Oakland Park emergency response team in the event of emergency situations 
or critical community alerts.

Vulnerable Population Registry:
 The Vulnerable Population Registry is a program that allows people 
who would be at risk following an emergency to register in advance so that 
emergency workers may plan a better response during a recovery effort.
 The Vulnerable Population Registry is a joint partnership between 
municipalities such as Oakland Park and Broward County. The easiest way 
to register is online at Broward.org/Atrisk or call Broward County at 3-1-1 
or 954-831-4000. You can register yourself or a family member.
 Registering into the database should not be considered a guarantee that 
you will be provided services or be placed on a priority list for emergency 
responders. However, it will help emergency crews be better prepared to 
respond during a recovery effort. 

Special Medical Needs Shelters:
 If you have a medical condition that requires a greater level of care 
than provided at a General Population Shelter, but you do not require 
hospitalization, a Special Medical Needs Shelter may be appropriate.
 These shelters offer basic medical assistance and monitoring. Pre-
registration for the Special Medical Needs Shelter requires your physician’s 
involvement.
 To apply for a Special Needs Shelter, please call Broward County 
Human Services at 954-357-6385. Pre-registration is encouraged to ensure 
the shelter will be adequately prepared to meet your needs.



July 2015                                                                                                                                                                www.oaklandparkfl.gov

Community Redevelopment Agency Update
      Thousands of visitors were drawn to 
downtown Oakland Park’s Culinary Arts 
District for Funky Buddha’s second anniversary 
celebration. The regionally renowned craft 
brewery is based in Oakland Station – the north 
anchor of the city’s culinary district. Events such 
as this serve to showcase how much Oakland 
Park has to offer to potential businesses and 
residents.
 The CRA has submitted a Broward 
Redevelopment grant application to help fund 
a landscaped “connector” feature extending 
the south end of Jaco Pastorius Park to the 
downtown Culinary Arts District. The CRA 
is also applying for a Florida Cultural Grant to 
help enhance the “Oakland Park Main Street” 
cultural area with features such as an entryway 
arch, a downtown sound system for concerts and 
cultural performances (such as the recent concert 
pictured left), additional street fountains and 
façade improvements for businesses.

Pet Waste Pick-up Reminder
   Many Oakland Park residents enjoy the pleasures of having a 
dog as part of their family. Most dog owners are conscientious about 
collecting and safely disposing their dog’s waste as it helps to ensure 
clean and beautiful neighborhoods and parks.
 Picking up your dog’s waste is important to our health, the health 
of our pets and the environment.   
 The common courtesy of picking up after your dog assists in 
removing harmful bacteria from our waterways, keeps our citizens 
healthy, and our yards and shoes clean.
 Never dispose of dog waste in catch basins or waterways. Animal 
feces disposed in waterways cause significant pollution and negatively 
impacts water quality. 

Students of the Quarter and Character 
Counts Recipients Recognized
 
      As part of Oakland Park’s efforts to honor outstanding public school students, “Student 
of the Quarter” award is an initiative created by the city’s School Advisory Board where 
students from local schools are recognized for their achievements in attendance, behavior, 
attitude and academics.
 A new “Character Counts” award has been created through the City of Oakland Park 
Afterschool Program awarding children in the areas of: trustworthiness, respect, responsibility, 
fairness, caring and citizenship. Students recently honored by the Mayor and City Commission 
included:

Student of the Quarter
Rocsane M., Oakland Park Elementary
Mohamed A., William Dandy Middle School
Samantha G., James S. Rickards Middle School
Alleya B., Northeast High School

Character Counts
Sarah R., Spiher Recreation Center
Alexander C., North Andrews Gardens 
Community Center

 

Mayor and City 
Commission
City Commission meetings for July will be held July 1 
and July 22 at 6:30 p.m. 

Live streaming at www.oaklandparkfl.gov
Comcast Channel 78
AT&T U-verse Channel 99

Agendas and backup online at 
www.oaklandparkfl.gov

Jed Shank
Mayor
Telephone: 954-647-5349
JedS@oaklandparkfl.gov
Term Expires: Nov. 2016

Tim Lonergan
Vice Mayor
Telephone: 954-683-2658 
TimL@oaklandparkfl.gov
Term Expires: Nov. 2016

Shari L. McCartney
Commissioner
Telephone: 954-295-0527
ShariM@oaklandparkfl.gov
Term Expires: Nov. 2018

John Adornato III
Commissioner
Telephone: 954-646-9342 
JohnA@oaklandparkfl.gov
Term Expires: Nov. 2018

Sara Guevrekian
Commissioner
Telephone: 954-735-5920
SaraG@oaklandparkfl.gov
Term Expires: Nov. 2016

City Administration:
David Hebert
City Manager
Telephone: 954-630-4209
DavidH@oaklandparkfl.gov

Opportunities to Serve
Advisory Board applications are located on the 
City’s website www.oaklandparkfl.gov. Interested   
               residents can learn more about City 
               Advisory Boards by calling the City     
               Clerk’s  office at 954-630-4300.
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Parks and Leisure News & Notes
Moonlit Movie -- Enjoy bounce houses, music, games and more 
followed by the Disney feature “Alexander and the Terrible, 
Horrible, NO GOOD, VERY BAD DAY.”  Bring your family 
and lawn chairs or blankets to watch your favorite Hollywood 
stars on the city’s large, outdoor movie screen under the Oakland 
Park moonlight.
Jaco Pastorius Park, 4000 N. Dixie Highway
Saturday, July 11
Event starts at 5 p.m. and movie begins at sundown
Free admission and parking

Youth Flag Football -- This fun and safe program introduces 
boys and girls to the game of football. Participants will learn 
the fundamentals of football, including passing, catching, play 
development and execution. This is a non-contact version of 
football.
Ages: 4 – 12
Registration Begins: July 6 (residents) and July 13 (non-
residents)
Season Begins: August 10, 2015
Location: Wimberly Field
Fee: $55 (resident) and $100 (non-resident)

New Computers for Child Care Programs -- In order to enhance 
the availability of technology for Oakland Park’s child programs, 
30 computers were purchased for use at the Spiher Recreation 
Center and North Andrews Gardens Community Center. The 
goal of utilizing the computers in the Afterschool Program is 
to gain the knowledge needed to improve State testing scores 
at school, be able to use the computers to do homework and to 
gain access to Broward County School’s free testing tutorials. The 
city’s contractor, EvolvTec, donated their time to help install the 
computers. 

Mighty Machines Day July 22
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 “Mighty Machines Day” is always a big hit with pre-school 
aged children and their parents/guardians. The annual event 
begins 10 a.m.  July 22 in The Ethel M. Gordon Oakland Park 
Library (1298 NE 37th Street) with a fun story time sharing truck 
tales, rhymes and interactive songs.
 Afterwards, everyone marches over to view the impressive 
collection of city trucks and vehicles on display in the city’s 
parking lot on NE 12th Avenue and NE 37th Street. As children 
visit each vehicle, friendly city drivers/operators will eagerly answer 
questions and demonstrate the vehicle’s service functions.
 This event appeals to the child in all of us. To learn more, 
please call the Youth Services Librarian “Miss Lisa” at 
 954-630-4372.

Outdoor Water Conservation Reminder
      
 Water used on our 
landscapes accounts for 
50% of our household 
water usage. In 2010, 
the Broward County 
Board of County 
Commissioners passed 
an ordinance adopting 
year round irrigation 
restrictions.
 It is important for 
everyone in Oakland 

Park to follow these restrictions in order to conserve our precious water 
resources, even more so during periods of water shortage. 

Landscape Irrigation Schedule:
 Residences and businesses with an odd-numbered street address may water 
lawns and landscapes on Wednesdays and/or Saturdays, only before 10 a.m. or 
after 4 p.m. 
 Residences and businesses with an even-numbered street address, no street 
address, or those who irrigate both even and odd addresses within the same 
zones, which may include multi-family units and homeowner associations, 
may water lawns and landscapes on Thursdays and/or Sundays, only before 10 
a.m. or after 4 p.m.

Oakland Park Recognized as 2015 
‘Playful City USA’
      
 The City of Oakland Park has been honored as one of 241 cities and towns 
across the United States as a 2015 Playful City USA.
 Playful City USA is a national recognition program that honors cities and 
towns across the country for taking bold steps that make it easy for all kids 
to get the balanced and active play they need to thrive. Communities are 
recognized for their efforts to create more playable, family-friendly cities.
 The City of Oakland Park was recognized for structured children’s 
programs, including after school care, summer camp and youth athletics, as 
well as a comprehensive calendar of activities at the Ethel M. Gordon Oakland 
Park Library such as the upcoming “Mighty Machines Day.”
 “Ensuring that Oakland Park youngsters have the proper play programs and 
facilities to thrive will continue to be one of our primary areas of focus,” said the 
City’s Parks and Leisure Services Director Amy Flaherty. “We continually strive 
to create more opportunities for families to play, enjoy healthy activities and enhance 
the quality of life in our community.”
 To see the full list of the 241 communities named 2015 Playful City USA 
honorees, or for more information on the Playful City USA program, visit 
www.playfulcityusa.org
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