STANDARD
US POSTAGE
PAID
FT LAUD FL
PERMIT 326

CITY OF OAKLAND PARK
3650 NE 12th Avenue
Oakland Park, FL 33334

For a large print format, please call
954-630-4200.
Para solicitar una traducción al
español, llame al 954-630-4200.
Pou mande yon tradiksyon kreyòl,
tanpri rele 954-630-4200.

See Inside:
• Dates to watch for King Tides
• Tips to lower your flood risk
• City measures to address flooding

King Tides are coming!
Have you taken steps to prepare?
¡Llegan las mareas reales! ¿Ha tomado medidas para proteger su propiedad?
King Tides ap vini! Èske w te pran etap pou w prepare?

In the last 15 years the City has invested more than
$60 million, including $11 million to build the Sleepy
River pump station to move water from roadways to
the C-13 canal and reduce flooding in Lloyd Estates
and surrounding areas.

Flood Risks Are Rising Globally. Learn
About the Challenges We Face at Home.
“Sea level along the U.S. coastline is projected to rise, on average,
10 to 12 inches in the next 30 years (2020 - 2050), which will be as
much as the rise measured over the last 100 years (1920 - 2020).”
– National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

How Heavy Rain and King Tides
Cause Flooding
Why do areas of the City flood? The flat
topography and shallow, porous aquifer of the
low-lying regions throughout South Florida
create conditions prone to flooding. Flood risks
are expected to increase as climate change and
sea level rise lead to more frequent and intense
weather events that threaten homes, businesses,
and infrastructure worldwide.
As the sea level rises, water underground rises to
the ground surface. The high groundwater levels
limit the amount of stormwater absorbed into the
ground. Rather than being absorbed during heavy

rain, stormwater flows to the drainage system,
overwhelming the system and ability to drain the
water quickly. Consequently, flooding occurs.
This is particularly problematic during the rainy
season and King Tides.
The City of Oakland Park has invested millions
of dollars in improving the underground
infrastructure; however, once the ground is
saturated, there is no place for the water to
recede. That is why it is important to be prepared.
Knowing how to prepare and what to do in a flood
can increase your safety, minimize potential flood
damage, and accelerate recovery efforts. With
King Tide season approaching, now is the time to
take steps to reduce your flood risk.
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Prepare for King Tide Season
Unusually high tides, called King Tides are expected to
occur from September to November. These tides can cause
flooding in low-lying areas. Plan ahead to stay safe and
reduce damage to your property.

Dates to Watch for King Tides
October
6 - 12
24 - 30

November
6-9
23 - 27

Thanks to the City’s proactive measures,
residents receive a 20% discount on flood
insurance. Residents are encouraged to take
steps to minimize flooding. Just one inch of
water can cause more than $25,000 in damage
to your home. Steps you can take to protect your
investment and lower your flood risk include:

High tides are also possible on the new and full
moon December 23-24. To view tide charts visit
https://bit.ly/OPTideChart.

5 Tips to Stay Safe
y Avoid driving on flooded streets; turn around
and find another way
y Stay informed, listen to the radio or television, or
check the internet for weather updates
y Review our flood safety checklist at
www.oaklandparkfl.gov
y Be aware of the timing of the tide and how it
may affect your travel plans
y If possible, stay put and give the stormwater
system time to drain the water

y Make sure nearby storm drains are not blocked
y Clean gutters and direct drainage downspouts
to permeable areas
y Get your roof inspected to check for leaks
y Add soil to your yard to grade your property
away from your home
y Keep electrical outlets raised above your
property’s base flood elevation
y Install storm shutters, impact windows and
doors, and a reinforced garage door
y Purchase flood insurance
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Using sandbags is a
good way to protect
your property against
flood damage. Sandbags
are available at most
home improvement or
hardware stores. If you
have questions about
sandbags, please call our
Public Works Department
at 954-630-4430.
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Creating a Stronger City
As our community experiences the impacts of climate change and
sea level rise, Oakland Park continues to take aggressive measures
to adapt to changing conditions and minimize flooding in vulnerable
areas to create a safer and more resilient community.

Ongoing Efforts to
Protect Against Flooding

Grant Funds Improving Infrastructure
and Strengthening Resilience

The City is investing millions of dollars into its
infrastructure to address flooding and improve
resilience. Proactive measures to reduce flood
risk include:

Oakland Park invests in infrastructure projects to
move, store, and drain water more efficiently. We
continue to pursue grant opportunities to fund
improvements to protect our community.

y Participating in FEMA CRS program to get
residents 20% discount on flood insurance
y Updating the Stormwater Master Plan
y Designing stormwater improvement projects
y Completing Bid Pack water, sewer, and
stormwater projects
y Lining sewer pipes
y Upgrading sewer pump stations
y Upgrading water and sewer lines
y Upgrading swales
y Incorporating drainage improvements into
roadway projects
y Inspecting catch basins
y Maintaining lakes and reservoirs

Building for the Future
Statewide efforts are also underway to improve
resilience. The Florida Building Code (FBC) sets
minimum construction standards to protect
properties against flooding, hurricanes, and other
hazards. The current FBC requires that the lowest
floor in new buildings located in a flood hazard
area must be raised to or above the property
base flood elevation plus one foot, whichever is
higher, to lower the flood risk. State standards will
continue to be updated often to help communities
adapt to changing climate conditions, reduce
vulnerability, and strengthen sustainability.

Recent Grant Projects
$7.9M - Sleepy River Stormwater Pump Station
$156,000 - Bid Pack 11 Drainage Improvements on
NE 3rd Avenue
$100,000 - Bid Pack 8 Drainage Improvements
$75,000 - Stormwater Vulnerability Assessment

Current and Upcoming Projects
$5M - NE Sixth Avenue Outfall Drainage Improvements
$2.5M - New Fire Station 9 Resilience Measures
$2M - North Andrews Gardens Drainage Improvements
$1.9M - NE 13th Avenue Drainage Improvements

Help Us Identify
Drainage Obstacles
Our Public Works staff
regularly check and
clean City stormwater
pipes and catch basins
to reduce flooding.
Residents can help
us by keeping storm drains clear of debris and
alerting us to drainage obstacles. If you see a
clogged storm drain or to report flooding, please
call 954-561-6275.

Do you know your flood zone?
Most of the City’s residents live in or near a Special Flood Hazard Area, which
is an area that is prone to flooding. We encourage residents to know their flood
zone so they can make informed decisions to reduce their flood risk. To find
your flood zone, visit www.oaklandparkfl.gov or call us at 954-630-4423.

